[Epicardial atrial pacing using an active fixation bipolar endocardial lead in children].
Good performance was observed over 10 years after implantation of bipolar epicardial atrial pacing using an active fixation bipolar endocardial lead in 3 pediatric patients with congenital heart block. The bipolar endocardial lead which was supposed to be fixed transvenously was implanted on the atrial surface by first screwing the lead's helix into the myocardium. The catheter was then laid down on the atrial surface, and both electrodes were wrapped by the atrial tissue. The good performance of this pacing lead seemed to depend on stable positioning of the electrode. This lead is superior to the commercially available, and steroid eluting epicardial bipolar pacing lead, on the point of its small size in head and body, and could be applied to dual chamber pacing in smaller children.